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THE MAGNITUDE OF THE MINISTERIAL WORK. sa 
“1 am doing a great work, so that] cannot vome down.”—Nem, vii 8.)° 


 Newemian had undertaken to, rebuild Jerusalem. Hie found 
its walls broken down, and its gates, consumed with fire. .- 
isight deeply affected his heart. ‘ He. sat.down and 3 


; mourned certain days, and fasted and prayed b 


meet them. They are enemion in — 
patched messengers to say in his name, ‘‘ 1 am doing a great. work, 
#0 that I cannot come down.” Thus, their iniquitous design was 


There is a spiritual, as there was a.literal, Jerusalem to: be built. 
Its.ruins.are to be raised up, its wastes repaired. The ministers 
of. Christ are the Nehemiahs in this,work. ‘They have walked 

i her towers—even: her 
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Sponlioe't Shep ah carseat wandhihy rhe ral ig Sir 
day. To whatever will hasten its coming, they have consecrat 
their energies and life. _ But, like Nehemiah, they too meet, 
' “opposition. ‘Sometimes the enemy derides, and scornfully in- 
quires, “What do these feeble Jews? Will they revive the 
stones out of these liéaps of rubbish'which are’burnt?” At other 
times, finding all their contempt in vain, they seek to beguile them 
from their steadfastness, and challenge them to come down, for 


rk es, from. their high, moral position... And i 
av rr, fees meno AM 


are met with the reply, We are doing a great work, and cannot 
come down. VOTeAIUAT fa 

This work, in the broad sense in which I propose to consider 
it, embrates' the’ glory of God in the salvation of men. 

First. U shall ask you to look at its magnitude. We are doing 


a t work. 
Thatie Inia apboasically.» s9erd.294ny, 9084 pos. be 20}. At Me 
age of ae , and in this Boley especially, the ministry is no 
ecure—no place for the sluggard or the voluptuary. Its de- 
mands are highly exhausting and self-denying. This fact, the 
‘early failure and fall of many of its incumbents cannot fail’ to im- 
“press = such as‘have not been taught it by thei phat. 
‘ence. If any man enters'the ministry from motives pa 
ease, he will soon discover his mistake.’ It is a calling in which 
toil or’ failure is inevitable. ' But this is not our'point. 1 wast 
speak of the magnitude of the work. “ ti 
'L. Ieis great in its object. Indeed; in extent and boldnessof 
ign, it has no parallel among all the enterprises on earth. The 
changes and revolutions it contemplates surpass, in importance 
and grandeur, everything within the range of human conception. 
it proposes, through the mighty “power of God, to change dark- 
aess to light, bring good out evil; make the dead alive in Christ 
‘——to transform the rebel into an ally—the barren desert into’ 
fruitful field—a world of wretchedness and tears into the para 
-of God. By the humblest instrumentalities, by the foolishness ‘of 
jing, by the simple story of the cross, it aims to overturn the 
ingdom of darkness, defeat the powers of hell, root out-from the 
hall the Protean. forms of error, break down every system of 
false religion, and substitute, in their place, the spiritual worship 
and: service of God, and at length, the purposes ‘of’ mercy 
shall have fully ripened, to usher in the’ day of millennial glory, 
-anid'send the echo round the globe, Now have “ the kingdoms‘of 
this world become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of:his»Obi 
‘and he*shall reign forever ‘and ever.” How lofty, how’ sub 
such an aim! « If it sought only to: save a single soul, it 
higher, worthier object, than any for which kings ever ¢gt 
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chat te ‘he 
save ra and fate 

ee ae coun én ‘to yi 
of'fedemption ? ‘Who ean aPemencs ep it e "an" 
Seymaattiy ly pl ot Ged storing and ‘uphold 
+ dy lagen cad tm ab Of his love to dié, in dispensif 

é treasure‘ of his gra¢e—an object,’ so high‘ ab 
eon char weet shall be fully ‘attained, and te result 
lded and perfected, the infinite Redéemer ‘himself,’ lo 
back on’ the‘ bitter travail of his soul'on earth, ‘shall ve fil 
foréver ‘satisfied. Ina word, for it comes to this, the hy 
ministerial work ‘is the same high and transcendant | ct which 

‘God had in view in the plan ‘of redemption. 

“. HL It is a work great'in deficulttes.”’ This ang follows 
from the previous proposition.’ Such” mighty changes’ as “have 
been alluded to, ‘are not easily wrought. “To Sadetae dty boties' ‘to 

‘fife, clothe them with flesh and sinews, breathe into’ thei’ the 
breath of life—to mould @ vessel of wrath into a vessel of me 
to pass from the individual to the’ multitude, and bring’ the’ mass 
of the community into harmony with trath, and ‘into subjection to 
God, 'so that their views and aims shall be shaped and con 
the power of the 1, this, by 4 mind acquainted with the in- 
veterate depravity of f hun man nature, can be re in no other 
light than as a’ work of extreme difficulty. No man’ can ‘look 
with a truly philosophical eye upon the moral ‘renovation 3 a 
world, without discovering obstacles such as never op 
progress of any other cause. Heathen altars are to be demolished 
—heathen idols given to the moles ‘and bats—new customs ‘intro- 
duced—a new standard of conduct established—old things’ to pass 
away, all things to become new—crooked places to be made 
straight, rough places plain, every valley to be exalted and every 
hill made low, the desert to blossom as the rose and streams to 
break out in the wilderness, in a word, the ruins of the apostacy to 
be repaired, and the world brought back to its original harmon 8 
beauty and holiness. Think of such a change, opposed by 
whole current of usage, prejudice, ignorance, depravity, and in 
some instances law, and say, can anything compare with it for 
difficulty of achievement ? 

But I shall be met here, perhaps, with the re by, that chp tthe 
Dy hades and not of man, and with God all things are possible, 
all things easy. We admit it. And yet God setter A means. 

‘He causes these changes, he accom 
tions | hyve not hr The Aver db SSRI a 

they have not heard. y do not hear without a 





Rat, to be ashamed—mighty in the scriptures, magnifying his 
Ph okdeegs ome.of the more specific difficulties of preach- 
aa ye mene sents 90d Se an 
1. oad in this work, is, to arrest attention.and 
awaken interest. cir first obstacle. that. itself. 
“me ra ath Pee ie Weare sent into: 
oe tig cog to i cljeets, “they ho have ane 
ne ut they hear ‘not—hearts have they,” but 
| ee ee The most cogent erga 
SP ecaiees them ;, the. most fervid. appeal does notm 
val law, with its premonitions of wrath, the cross 
ts..utterances.of mercy, heaven with its proffered joys, ar 
ith its threatened woes, is each devoid of power either to.awear 
wii 7 They are heard like an idle tale. ‘The,reason is.b 
ious. They have no heart to these things. ) i 
2. Supe Hy i eaten ion oan pene 


an audi The bedy, we 

eT tea te yaad ace! OR Loan 
ie. What other man on earth is.called to 
audience? You go into a court-room, wher 

eap be fn se WE ata i AN bn wakeesl iat rest 5 
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i ‘of ithe preacher's task before such an aué very? 
e arouse to consciousness, and keep awake till his t r 
ueted, the slumbering crowd that has 


daté hot attempt it by tricks of oratory 
ste of ® corrupt heart, or by any con org ed , 
ions are too clearly defined, his message too ™ 
(grave to admit of any such‘expedient. And yet’ his’ . 
nuit be aroused, their consciences reached, and their hearts s ad,” 
or his ministry is unproductive of any saving result, ; 
lost’ Men will'not hear till they awake} ‘they will not’ vi 
they hear ; they will not feel till they think ‘they will not et al 
they'feel’s they will not be saved till ‘they act, This sp 
toni Sabbath to Sabbath to ears dull ‘of heating—this pr 
from’ year to year in Ezekiel’s valley of Dones—this 
sléep while we are uncovering the pit and ve 
Leta sprue Lerefine ply 
revent it ? A deeper compassion 
for Cod’s glory, s osay gente atng felt aij 
papers pathos. to our utterances and measurably. 
evil, but could not entirely remove it. apenas tiaruel pee’ 
ever took part in this ministry, tinh Ges He who spake’as never 
man spake, contended with difficulty before us. - : 
tet ho gute wrt of God tom th tet 
uworthy of everlasting life, knew not the elon 
thei peace, and they were grieved for the” 
ea on thé ruin which was coming upon en. 
3. difficulty however, a appalling’as it i » iby no 
tg ee facia 
y and s 4 i 
o the varied characters and wants‘ of ‘those we address." 
to have Sirus in dye season. i 
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cure none 
may make, class of ix 
leave, t pani alga = 
No mistake can be greater to suppose that 
the gospel y aan telex aber tank specifically applied. 
The :history, of the past tto satisfy us on this point. 
was, for example, and not long,since, when the entire church was. 
unconverted to the obvious duty tends ee oe 
then--unconyerted to strict temperance and peace 
—uanconverted to sound anti-slavery principles, ,,, Why. was it? 
Was. there. less in the church then, than there is now? 
1 a pero ees But I Sacke the. rete 
such a statement. It is bringing a charge against the depth and 
"purity of our fathers’ religion which the evidence in the premises 
tp Bos If I have read their history aright, in single-heart- 
edness, stability of purpose and zeal for Christ, they were note 
whit behind, the Christians of the present day. And their def- 
in some of thee respects i attributed solely to th 
fact that the had not been brought to bear directly 
forcibly on. points... Their case, therefore, instead of furnish- 
ing pr stapes 41. ani. Jora,tomeeds Sod or man, ie 5 clase li 
ving pce necessity of rightly di the word, and 
specie eppliatin w every breach of C duty. 
another important fact, viz: the of 
The a ae fe, ARBFOpFiate Tae pages + 
The preaching of pag. aa can n asa com 
for the present... Truth is progessive. The command. 
py Go. ” -Her light is to increase, her acti- 
vities multiply, her prospects extend and brighten, till the latter. 
day bursts upon the world, and the light of the moon shall be 
as the of the sun, and. the light..of the sun.as the light of 
seven days.” . In this advancing state of the Church, her minasters 
sy ulna They are we go. before, and re 08 SS 
ment ty as. it proceeds. m conquering to conquer. P 
gress, however, always implies jin The style and themes of 
the pulpit, then, must vary, somewhat from age to age.. While the 
a cg of the, are eternal, and immutable as.the 
ne 
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not do forthe 19th. The preach 
ill not complete it, As ci 
must change... As the. 
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powers of darkness—fighting the battles of the Lord. Our move- 


ts are to as well as as defensive, and ev ~ 
it ate ne ws Sal dhierls de il} : 
‘pame ‘of the Lord, ready to’ meet him on his own 
sto expose his devices whéther he comies as an angel of d 

ness, or an angel of light But ¢orrectly to interpret the. yee nt 
ihe times—wisely to determine the pais is of truth deman- 
ded at a give Pegg and s ully to present cod aaa ie 

no ordinary wisdom. While in thks quarter it ae: 

here !” and in that, “Do there !” Whils one man is cla- 

moring for the exclusive advocacy of this doctrine, another, he 
the incessant urging of that reform, a third decrying dll such. p yeci- 
fications, and contending for “ the gospel, the gospel,” 1 ‘ 
by that phrase a strain of indiscriminate, general preaching ‘that 
will meet no existing demand and. do little execution—while so 
many are leagued together to establish a censorship over the . 
ministry, and seem to understand all duty except their own, I Pa 
in this state of conflict and confusion, to keep siahyinesrtat 
impartial and inde ‘ow furor divide rightly yd 8 
swerving neither from fear or favor, i is, it must be sanoahed: The 
of no. ordinary difficulty. It requires intellectual penetration, 
moral courage, independence of ¢ er and faith in God such 
ws no man is to be condemned for not perfectly poe | 

‘5: But the study of times and seasons is not the greatest of. the 
watchman’s difficulties. The varieties of character and condition 
io which he must adapt his message are not less numerous, and’ 
changing than the signs of the times, and not less difficult to meet. 

great generic divisions of character are into saints and s, 
but under these, are specific divisions almost without number." * 

Among the disciples of Christ, there are the bold and the ee 
The one afraid of nothing+rushing headlong and uncalled into 
every scene of peril, the other, afraid of ver} thing and 
even at his own shadow. 

In the one extreme, we find iis hopeful disciple, who sees a” 
bow in every cloud, and lives in crpenet sunshine. In the other, 
the Tagg ated who makes tears his drink night and day and will 

s be going to destruction till he finds himself in heaven. : 
eso of one man is all emotion, He lays Seana of 
PP feels, what he enjoys. His eyes are a 
oar, and his Sa aera ee han Bcertcw 
8 Of an oO te stam e principle, action. 
favourite veliiieeds ind’ posh a One will almost’ ee 
faith pe het wee the arte 94 Bron , without faith, and both are’ 
in no gee Doe asunder What God hath joimed' 
ah ne gana bes wane Me a ee a 
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is ability to do it momieat’ 
iin never any do omit 


oS ae 
6 need not. 


inh gmk onda ard send rel ape dic 
ssa hy om gd of God. and will have none, 
are dinaren. and exclusive, another, because they are 


fig pasany diversity of sentiment and character is to be. 
in these two classes of men. And can argument be | 
prove the extreme difficulty, the almost absolute im 
meeting and successfully treating these Fianna 
pede agen san Freebase ey 
? How can the hope of the hypocrite be torn away, with 
wT Tecabing ths beamed reed and quenching the smoking flax? 
How can the slumberer be aroused from his guilty sleep, without 
sips Bary ES: pud gd PH tw a 
daring to lift his-eyes to the cross petigaonbe 
ame pap oa vag sa lulling to deeper repose, 
0 have taken ry in her bosom, and say they are Jews 
? Ina wor EV sman ioth s e 
ove one class of our hearers, without danger to the opposite 
class who are predisposed to take to themselves the truth leasti 
snded.and least adapted to their case? The task is inimensely 
icult. It needs the skill postle. The wisdom direct 
from above. Noman ed | { n 
cient Spirit is sufficient for this service. But, 


TIL, Let me. add, our work is al 
py eae ng 
rospe Preece a Jerusalem s 
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er in tridm t son 
Be Tiere tal tt cy | ndeot t 
th shia lide ica eta oP ! -realiged't 
' of the ‘revelator ‘in the. calypse. That mig 
wing the everlasting gospel to preach. “unto ther ¢ 
the‘earth, shall’ tak his t commission from the thron 
ss i in the midst t. Of heaven, and bend his } way, 
his’ mm to every nation and kindred and tongue ¢ 
Zion shall become an eternal ce, nf pf rm 
rations. ce i =. me more 1a 
withdraw itself, for the Lord s 
diys of her mourning al beet “Buch bail 62 fhe avant oven-— 
tiaf harvest of ull ou trials, hopes and tears. Our oF om 
‘Sea object—great in its difficulties, and great also. nicer 
results. 


"fis evident therefore, 
sided vic tsant pide Gobe We upon those ¢1 
incessant demands upon the n inister’s time 
is burthened with its duties. He ha Sy every t 
pateh. And after his best endeav: is canetaa' 
s¢¢'s0 much left undone that ted doing 
, that sinner go to the j ju ig ve he can. aie 
wart 
re is a tual demand upon his intellectual ne 
No other man gene to ae two or three hours evel 
ro the same auditory, and that too upon st 
lar interest, and no ae can en! ei ik r wil 
credit to himself, and profit to his oat Deo well 


ished mind. he intelle 
bi Ngee work makes strong a, mi the heart of a. 
eer however to, cal Saati 
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man who understands this species of discipline, a 
the most exhausting character. The sympathies become, so: many 
avenues, through which the principle of life is imperceptibly drawn. 
off from the heart. But I did not design to dwell on these minor 
points. Our work makes demands upon the spiritwal man far 
more important than any which relate to his time, intellect or sym- 
pathies. Of these I wish briefly to spea’-. 

"8. It demands that he cultivate great expectations. He must, 
not be faithless, but believing. He must have confidence in God 
and the power of his truth. When he takes that truth, and goes 
before the people with it, and urges its authority and claims in the 
simplicity and fervor of the gospel, he hasa right to expect, suc- 
cess. It may be immediate, it may be remote, The message, 
may kill, it may make alive. One or the other it will do. A se 
vour of life or of death it will become. It shall not return void. 
Men’s hearts may be hard, but the word of God is a two-edged. 
sword, piercing and dividing asunder even the flinty rock. We 
way be called to wrestle against principalities and powers, against, 
3piritual wickedness in high places, the most formadable phalanx 
zver marshalled Faget the truth, but our weapons are mighty. 
through God to pulling down of strong holds—we may at- 
tempt, and expect great things. via 

4. The demand for prayer in this work is also. great and ur- 
gent. © Whatever is done, will be done in answer to prayer. 
mise is, ‘ According to your.faith, be it unto you.” Feeble 
infrequent, formal prayer not meet the demand. It must be. 
earnest, fervent, persevering—mighty in faith—abundantin strong, 
ing and tea e offspring dep spiritor! Agia, The, 
dhike simplicity in the, 


of a 
| more 
ge whatis impossible with men, we. 
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ble. He can bring light out of darknesa—make the parchec 
und a pool—gi “eth we erat in the desert and. 
a the shadow of death into eternal da sai tok be 
een and felt in order that the throne pproached— 
e hor pr vigtehoriigen > y sl he hegre 

pour down righteousness. Such a thing as the s on of 
not to be achieved without fervent, effectual prayer,, ti 
se iat eal ings unutterable. 

gO the work demands’ ial. Many ‘are ta, 
to and fro in the earth till owledge is increased. Such 
be called to lay themselves upon the altar, sacrifice. ¥ 
pects and ease, forsake country and home, take their fife 
their hand, go far hence to the Gention sn ans Saning sands 
or eternal frosts, toil. and suffer and die. 

And has the minister at home, no self-denials to practise? is 
his to be a life of indolence and self-pleasing ? Fags et 


i 


S35 
ree 
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disciple is to be above his master, and the servant above his Lord. | 
Not unless what we have said of the difficulties of his work be~ 
sheer delusion, The present aspect of Gon ik rg hos 
phetic of anything except ministerial qui : ulti- 
tudes are leagued together to destroy our SF tokens and bri 
our office and work into contempt.. Multitudes more, p1 


i pa ‘and reverence for the office, have nevertheless man y 
bitter things to say against the men who fill it iy 


to, this, and more ominous than all the rest, Zion languishes, the” 
spirit is Ri salary the rain of righteousness is withheld and the 
enemy is abroad sowing tares with a liberality that.never tires nor 
sleeps. Where the fault lies may_not be so easily determined as 
some men imagine. It may be in the ministry, or in the Church, 
or,as_is more probable, in both. In any event, it behoves us, 
brethern and fathers, to be vigilant and active. Such a day as 
this, is no time, to fold our hands and hold our peace. In sae 
language of the prophet, God seems to be saying, “ pt 
selyes, and lament, ye priests, howl, ye ministers of the a 
come lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of God. Sanetify ye 
a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and all the 
bitants of the land into the house of your God, and cry mightily 
unto the Lerd.” Whatever be the duty of others much is de- 
manded of us. We need a more self-denying, Christ-honoring: 
spirit—to be crucified to the world and alive unto God—willing to 
bear reproaches, persecutions bonds and death even, for the: 
sake of Christ, Pherelore, 

IV. It is evident, that this work demands great and ign ts 
devotedness to God—in other words, a strong, ye 
This is implied in what has, already been ai. oe 
abounds in such difficulties and trials—calls for such hi 
prayer and self-sacrifices, evidently those who engage in it need need 





etal i enemy, 
fore, we hegitiian aah ara ioe ¥eply, = prver 
come down. 
We-cannot, as some | hive done, abandon’ the Wore of 
16 ministry te less ‘difficult and nn rat ate ém- 
yment. Woe is us if we ms Theta ospel—we 
boon cao o hag Bog set apart to this work. Tue 
work of our 0 9 i a protracted te 
ation { - it, ' we have f agh AP our ‘youth, thé 


f industrious  iblins of our seclusion, 
pital: ve yorld. “Though poot and 
> din this wo We feo 
8, are in ‘dhoniodtius most 


te- 
, our crown at thé end of thie race. “Others rult for 
we fot alk incorruptible Crown. Then tell ws not of 
a more green émp ret, fae feclaia be found. We shalf ye 
shine as ¢ brigh firmament and as thé’ stars 
ze ever. spre, wr ew we come down? 
, Neither can ae come down to labor with our hands for dar iat 
eT vai Not that we it as ‘disreputable, or, in any other 
ct, beneath us. But because it is mig our work—the work @ 
ch we are called of God and voluntarily’ pledged. “Ou thé 
contrary it is the work of owr hearers, And if we leave our work 
down and do theirs, thé unavoidable and disastrous result i, 
t ours must go undone, and the cause of Christ suffer. ° 
hay ag, ! of his hire. They whith ‘tinister 
‘of the thin Lee altar. a 
it of out spirit their duty 
For ts, ag Petey to abd 
our ies i bard and pressing ds it is and come! dowi 
to what God himself has made it the itiperidus duty of oskérs 
do, would be Ate Bi atid ‘We éahiiot do it. 
But while we fou this point, we Clinnot, oti the étliét 
ni dither lows da | néss of tedch hive. 


@ protest against the f ‘the size 
ae Mier Soret duty, wae ourselves, fs ley 
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if fait pa 
ceegpeerd inte Bal" red. of a ‘ 
our.treasures. And we ask soime’'s ih eit 
edt thing oly tat we may Tibor more wninteraptedly nd’ 
f advantage’ for F ud we. ai! m a in ct 
we in a thee of cong doe ott 
etalted work, to'barter for acres” stars 
Nor can we come down from: dec 
exclusive urging of'a few selected’ ortio ‘Of it. "This, at thie pre 
sént day is too often demanded of us. “Some of our Churches’ be: 
a'sttong family likeness toda ancient Church’ of which we have’ 
read, anid the’ langage ofan apostle to that, with some’ slight’varia: ' 
tions, would not int eee ‘to thém:” When’ they’t 
thér every one of them hath a doctrine, Hath a ‘revelation, ‘ha 
interpretation, especially hath an enterprise, which ‘in’ ere dine 
has peculiar claims to precedence’ and prominence in the’ mihistra-_ 
tion cohen sarictuary, and ifwe do not 80 too, we oat wor 
nd Steg seer or shatnefally recreant to the truth. 
Sle bb vt eyo wete tot to'shuri to declare the’ oun-— 
sé} of God—while We meat to inéulcate, in the p e and: 


pound the princi action in ‘all’ the social, civil and etclesias+ 
tical aro of Tife—in a word, while’ we hope, by the ‘of 
God, to keep ourselves pure from the blood of all men;°we cabot 
give ourselves up to the exclusive’ advocacy of any one truth or 


eaiisé, however important it may be. © This would be neta 


proportion, all the sof doctrines and duties of pe Jae oss 


frotn the whole to a part of our duty—and whatever may be 
in some quarters, we cannot doubt that the great cause would 
fét tons in the 6ud. That a nidn who had never béen tip upon the 
walls of Jerusalem Where hé could survey the exte d prospect, 
and gét a full and clear view of the vastess and moral granduer of 
our enterprise, should differ from us in his judgment on heya 
is Hot so mysterious, bat, how a man who understands the 
promise atid demands of this work, has had his heart once i 
ested in all its important ob how such a man—a christian 
man, and above all a chris ‘Weduiater, can ask us t6 leave’ otit 
nhoral elevation, and cottie down to a lower point of observation, and 
alowe? standatd of effort, is a question not easily solved. “Tt 
must be that man, éVén in his bést estate, has stron downward: 
‘oats tons aa ‘moral, a8 sPiretlenien ghee 

ott than ‘Whatever explanation, however, 

"Rar dom: Sy 9 aa ob from his 
se Bogen veh ty him—nor wh Sceaeed an Gal 
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with the liability of our brethren to fall mid- 
way in their career, and leave their sorrowing wives and children. 
to our kindly sympathy, counsel and aid. I say aid, for, if the 
waichman may not come down from his work, to labor for his own. 
support, he cannot make much provision for the future support of 
his family. Ordinarily, he must. be himself ‘ing 
many rich. . If he have the true spirit of his office, | 
submit. to it.. His Master was mer before him. He had not where 
to lay his head, and the disciple is not above his Master, nor the ser- 
vant above his Lord. It is enough for the disciple that he be as 
his Master, and the servant as his Lord. On his own account, 
therefore, he cheerfully consents to endure hardship, live and die 


But to think of leaving the objects of his warmest affection, ir 
this cold world, portionless, is no ordinary trial, Were it not that, 
he can point his brethren to them, as Jesus did the beloved dis- 
ciple to his lonely mother in the hour of Ais dissolution, his agony 
would be say pail Behold, then, brethen, these sisters in the 
Lord-—-these former partners of the toils and, sorrows of our de- 
parted brethren. Once, they were their companions in tribulation, 
and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ. They helped. 
to bear their burdens, conquer their difficulties, foster their faith 
and keep them. from fainting, while they lived. They stood by. 
them in the last conflict, went with. them down to the. brink of 
Jordan, and never left them till they tad passed beyond the minis-. 
tries of mortals, and had angels for their attendants, Let usesteem, 
them very highly in love for their works’ sake, and labor to lighten, 
their b cheer their loneliness and cause their hearts to sing 
for joy. ‘They are commended to your warmest sympathies and. 
prayers. 
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away. 
and and we stand at. Christ’s j at, 
roppentagt a eth ys 
an u eternity w. is 
eventful day concerning us? Having been stedfast to the, 
end, shall it be said to us, “‘well done, good and faithful servants. 


or into the joy of your Lord?” Having agg ua ny to 
ee apall ec alles as tho ae ms 
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our favoured lot, . Then shall we in the glory which 

revealed in us, the fiery trials orb yi aon 


“ Then shal] he that now goeth forth ee ier am 
seed, come again with panting bringing his 
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GROWTH IN KNOWLEDGE AND GRACE. 


* Grow in grace and in the tigen of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.”— 
2 Perer iii c. 18 v. 


Know Epes and grace are progressive. Like nature, society and: 
intellect, they advance towards ideal perfection found only in: 
God. Nature originated in the incoherent materials of wild. chaos; 
without form and void ; and through successive periods undefined 
advanced to its present state. eyed eee 
and is now advancing to a state of manhood more 

intellect, —< more rapid. in’ its and certain init: 
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the ‘means, nature and ‘evidence of 


I. The 5 ops jag in knowledge and grace. Like those 
employed in the attainment of other objects, these are various and 
from different sources. And though they range a wider field 
than the common mieans of grace; itis one in which the more 
enlightened find “green pastures and still waters” that facilitate 
their progress. 

Among these: means are these, that give en- insight to the phy- 
sical world—its formation, laws and component parts—embracing 
natural history; ph ayers fl and the sciences. Natural 
furnishes an out-line of the earth, as itcame from the forming hand 
of the Almighty, who said, “ Let there be light and there was 
light—who commanded and it stood fast ;” and of its changes and 
present appearance, as affected by his curse after the fall of man, 
and the warning elements in volcanoes, earthquakes, tornadoesand 
storms. It also furnishes a history of animated nature in its 
various ranks of being, re acaerseae stages of improvement. And 
while ranging over this nature, and studying its history)" 
the mind and increased. 

Netntal:pl ‘ilo develops the laws of nature, the course of 

changes im the material world’; and the'preperties of matter; solid 
bodies, air and light. It also: makes us familiar with the laws of 
nretion, the mechanical powers, the angle of vision, the r 
and refraction of rays of light; and the colots of 
And thus it unfolds the se cas of nature; till nature’s open 
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shime is read in evety object arotind, and God is discovered to be 
“rises to its just dimensidns and in silent wonder, adofes the 
* d nature. ; « 2S ; 


aniitiate nature, till the several parts of each are made’ fathiliar. 
Chemistry reduces bodies to their original elements, making known” 
their component parts, and showing their affinities. Geology 'in- 
foritis us how these elementary substances combine in organiz 
aefes the pecalar proper edd appropriate tat of CaN” 
etep 4s s paieadiy adil detecieitats Unial't i 
ent minerals Fesigned for tie bens 'o earth’s inhabitants. Zoo- 
logy classifies, and teaches the various habits of animals, which | 
pr hare irrational under the controling influence of him, whom 
od placed over thé rest. Ornithology treats of thé ‘various 
pers of birds and their peculiarities, as they warble the ? 
their Creator. While Astronomy traces the heavenly be 
in their various, yet harmonious libata OF embbeirte NE cles first 
around the sun of theif own systems ; then the centre of the more 
exterided astral system ; and “the common centré of'a uni- 
verse of worlds and systems. ‘Thus science throws open the 
avenue of nature and grants ‘the mind free access to all her move- 
ments. And as it wanders over this vast field of nature, the soul 
rises to. her etherial destiny, and feels an affinity to the master 
spirit of the created universe. Nor will she, in the rapture of” 
, and hallowed aspiring, fail to acknowledge him, “ God’, 
over all.” And thus her progress in knowledge and grate is fa- 
cilitated" by physical means that combine all nature in one, perfect’ 
whole, through which she looks up to naturé’s God. wake 
Unlike these, intellectwal means, also promote ‘her growth in 
knowledge and gtace. Disclaiming all acquaintance with the 
easénice of mind and coifining ourselves to its operations merely, 
intellectual Phijosophy becomes a faithful source of improvement. 
The operations of mind, no less than the properties Of matter are 
} of rational investigation. And though the science of Me- 
fhiysics has been much abused and i8 “denounced as 
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away beyo 
ron er itis as n 
spiritual objects that are eterna. ” Andawide inves tort eels 
its Be ee oF gs and breathes out age 
ation, after immortality... Nor w it come down from its 
ings, and be satisfied with ine n tenant elements of the world, 
must-be on the wing, amidst etherial spirits, bearing ware tothe: 
throne of God. And as it catches a. glimpse, in its upward 
of his transcendent worth, it is in rapture, and urges orward with. 
renewed energy to reach -ele glory. Nor will it tire in its 
course, or cease its progress in knowledge and grace, while intel- 
lect lasts and immortality endures. 
Again, moral means, differing from physical and intellectual, , 
are not legs efficient in their influence on. our growth in know- — 
ledge and grace. Bearing upon the relations and responsibilities, 
of accountable. beings, they necessarily bring into requisition the . 
moral energies of the soul.. And these being susceptible of im- 
provements we have recourse to the bainkce oh moral philosophy, 
that treats of the moral feelings, will, conscience, and relations of 
men. _ And here learning their nature, and the province-of each, 
our responsibilities are seen and acknowledged. Our desires and 
affections, with a strong attachment to ourselves, assume a moral 
character, that-affords delight or occasions sorrow. Our will also 
being free in the choice of objects. of affection, excite anxiety and. 
icon control, And our conscience, sitting in judgment on these . 
objects, and the desire to obtain them, becomes the moral 
tor of the whole machinery of moral action: and, duly ¢ 
ened, never fails to decide correctly on the merits of every object of 
regard, and the course preset, to obtain it—which gives its de-. 
cisions an important in in every moral movement. am 
being acquainted with our moral relations to God and 7h! m4 
the obligations to both are most, plain and binding. * 
make us feel the responsibility of acknowledging them in n dood 
obedience and acts of -will. Such. an investigation of our. 
moral being, the laws of moral agency, and moral ve ihe wh 
is a rich source of improvement. It carries us over bush, 
ange moral existence in ourselves, superior in 
unfolds the laws of each and those that bind prey) 


gether in one harmonious moral government. Nor is there ought 
fhe range of nets : paiemonts of eae) mooie 
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tute pure and undefiled religion. is. thi 

to truth and heavenly objects. .And with this attachment we gt 

in knowledge and grace—search: the scriptures to learn. the. 

and true application of their doctrines. gre tee EE 

acquainted with the being and character of God, our.own guilt and. : 
unworthiness, the compassionate love and sacrifice of 

Christ, the nature and necessity of being born of the the.ne- . 

ture of justification through faith, the perseverance of saints in holy 

obedience, and the certainty of death, judgment and eternity,.our.. 

affections are rendered more holy, and our attachmentto the truth 
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ligious means. Nor can the. higher ome 

susceptibilities of the soyl be developed without A Bh 

extended our knowl rcp ec barasepian sp ey 


we are capable, while itute of holy affections, without 
It is. the love of truth, an attachment to Christ, the r 


tomen. And without this, we may not he purified, 


glorified. We must be holy, possess hallowed tage OES in ss 
to develop all all ower capabilities, Pell with God, ay hm 


to soa 
it ata tne, satay of queerth in. kupeuiadan-and- gunn This di 
fers. from. growth in grace merely ; and still more from, gro a... 
knowledge without grace—it is the combination of both, 
may grow in grace and remain comparatively ggg And 
w in knowledge and be entirely graceless,... Hume 

Valtaire: possessed much know they were learned and . 

talented men; but claimed no. themselves, and probably . 
1 ar benevolent, 


paneeed none. ores sad were pious and 
made no pretensio to great. knowledge and. | 
possessed dag Mane pais a While. Luther. 
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‘the powers essential to progressive improvement. a’ 
in the use of i means—found in the works of 
and ‘the volume of divme truth—they grow in 
: 3 as their vatious powers are telisg’ tariovainediy’ eat 
folded by opening scenes and ‘passing events, that continue to ex- 
patid’ their views, elevate their aims, sanctify their hearts, and fill 
théir whole souls’ with delight. 
pr this sanployti 
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¢-more. dark a ame 
see little more than sin tod poluion— age 
‘hag And but for the. abounding grace of Gods they 


aan, « Myself is hell : whichever way I tam 
Belt nell: whichever way 
A deeper hell beneath |”. 


But. in.God they behold. all pure. -every display, 
iin tanaereneincan compton ot of divine excellence And the ¢ 
“Teal heirs infin and delight to honor th 
ihe Saniees of of their chie 
i Laan ar i ware cate c 
“} pst lp be worthy oftheir love, praise and, aderatic 
while they feel themselves. unworthy of the least of. his favours. 
yo hy in maw ling, As:men_adyance in 
W ey are the more to 
abounds they seek the. teaching of the she gg 
ledge and grace. pre Henan deg an Fo pr 
the meek and humble Jesus. Though they read nature. in every 
waving spire, blushing flower, towering oak and revolving 
they love to sit at his feet, and receive instructions from, his word. 
It is the great foundation of truth and righteousness-—the source of 
light, life and immortality. 8 i ape isposition, they 
a pe Te apn dng ge thus 
L, wth in knowledge and. grace more SUaCEP- 
ar Fel iy a to be taught. 
s»-And .further,, under. the: influence o this, they become more 
obedient, As they advance .in knowledge and grace, Ane 
cover that obedience is the. true source of happiness... ona pe 
)¥ational and full employment of all their powers—-de 
sehen pyrene teen nie ‘ane an a 
‘suscep nce sg sat 
ak aly »/and cent fo ont they delight 
rity..is\mecessary. to it, 
ing i all (yA ey 
Sete ree tien poe 
one seven, And.when they, shall know,:.as 
") unede pemistnn. np hewme ines canannre 
| al} seag.ee. napa © 
be fal to.the-utmost with, bliss. 
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Samed never ‘seen in those of inebliial 
attainments merely. Whatever be their mental acquirenients, 
these do not make’ them feel more unworthy. Neither do they 
promote their attachment to divine-truth : nor create in them a de- 
_ sire for holiness. These are mot the results of human attainments, 
mere intellectual knowledge)" But they are sure marks of ort 
i knowledge and grace—evidence which the righteous ‘have 
~ thetfiselves. “As ‘the’ light ‘of ‘truth, and thé spirit ‘of all gracé’in- 
"crease in ‘their souls, they become more and more sensible of their 
moral deformity? Divine ‘grace, in the ‘heart, is light. in a 
vant place, it makes sess oes Bogner more visible. - And as 
hteous advance in knowledge and grace, feel more 
sai their guilt, discover more clearly their pairs Mer An 
increasing sense of wickedness, thus, Tae pen or as it may iin 
—is good evidence iné avid had a i 
Sg of his Vidhiiutec” Pal shottphe hizaself he chief of ny 
and christians generally become more and more sensible of their 
_ unworthiness. Nor should any be satisfied without this sure mark 


of rowing Piety 
sethbnariddinte: no less essential will be found in a stronger 
attachment to truth and righteousness. As knowledge increases 
and grace abounds, the truths of God and the requisitions of his 
are better understood, and afford delight that strengthen the 
attachment of the ‘truly emg They here discover the ‘rue 


- source, the only ground of real happiness, and hold to truth with 
a firmer grasp ; as they grow in grace and the knowledge of our 
°- Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Nor will this attachment cease 
~ to grow stronger, while their views of truth and righteousness are 
being extended. As they see more ‘clearly their adaptation to the 
wants of all, and feel more happy in the enjoyment they afford, 
their love for them will increase-—every new d ment of 
divine truth under the government of God, and of Chirist’s 
i Te maa mS re ee will add fresh ‘srongih 
or eeu corresponding’ knowledge and grace,.and as 
, these advance, so their attachment to truth and righteousness will 
‘strengthen ; and this attachment will be sure evidence of growth 
in ae An evidence on should possess. ee 
till another evidence wth in knowledge and grace’ will be 
found in a habitual disive for hi attainments in holiness. 
Destitute of piety, men have uo desire to be holy ; but possessed of 
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F ophoe ped are never satisfied with praia attainments. Theis 


from sin ‘and made per va oa 
ee a “This is the desire’ of anki it is ‘that’ 
they habitual aspire ; “nor will in aed ey r 
Werfection. They wail po go ‘on to know the 
and grace ; and each ad a 3 willonly m: 
ms her attainments :"as hey ‘kno re 
“more anxious to be like him, a feeling ‘th 
_and urge them forward in their progress towa 
_fyen when they shail have ‘become perfet eaven 
aspire to higher attainments in holiness. Nor will they ¢e 
“become more holy, as God continues to ‘make new di displays of 
eharacter, and they advance in Knov tie * And th 
“they will develope in full lory, slove of their be ng, end 
progenies ane ess. In conclusion, I rermark, * 
1. Improvement in knowledge and’ gtace cannot be 108 by 
PP preciated. This will seem almost a self-evident proposition 
0 


se,satisfied with the views of this discourse. If such’ be ae ' 


capabilities, and the means of improvement are so oe 
boundless, then no estimation of its importance can be too” 
We are endowed with powers Susceptible of indefinite i 
ment, endless progression’ in kne and holiness; and nd 
necessary means are found on either side, around, above, beneath, 
‘and within us. There is nothing that we perceive through the 
sensés, on which we reflect in our own bosoms, or of which : 
bear testimony, that may not be em loyed in our improvement. And 
this is plainly enjoined of God iad highly beneficial to ourselves. 
Who then can place too high an estimate on our i 
growth in pee 
‘value? Is any other object within the range of our influence, or 
under our control, to be compared with the improvement of the 
soul? What are we profited if we gain the whole world and lose 
our souls? 
2, Each advancing attainment, in knowledge and holiness, in- 
@reases our capacity for happiness. Though necessarily limited, 


our capacities for enjoyment are susceptible of indefinite improve- 
ment. And though various are the sources of enjoyment, yet hap- 


piness is our grand object and aim. We would be happy—teluc-., 
Ss as oh ue the path of righteousness andiuse’ the 


appointed means of grace—we still design and expect: to obtain 

happiness. Nor do we desire less that our Rappianais should be 

great. Though limited, we in the anticipation’ of its ‘in- 
pibg oy And though the ment of means to 

ect so desirable be unwelcome, yet we rejoice in the prospect 

ig attained. Spe i of our hearts to be i in- 


ean 4: PPY- 
wants and abilities correspond exactly with the oo 
tions and blessings of Heaven. God requires only what’ 


eand grace? Is there aught besides’ of equal 
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-body will be holy. Mortality wi 
po Ba unholy will enter there. 
There.every obstacle to progr 





